Rules of Oral Interp
Time: In a competition all piece have to be under 10 minutes
For class – single pieces – at least 5 min. and duets at least 7 min.
Teaser: Comes before the introduction and is a part of your piece
Introduction: Written by you, comes after the teaser (if you have one). Needs to be memorized. Have script down at side during this time. It should give needed background information or should make a person connection with your audience. The last two things in the introduction are the title of your piece and the author.

Categories:

Prose: A cutting from a book or short story.

Humor: The best ones contain more than one character

Poetry: One of these three things: Long Narrative Poem, A combination of different poems by one author, or a combination of different poems with different authors with the same theme

Dramatic: This is a cutting from a serious play. Think soap operas.

Oratory: This is a presentation of a published speech or article. It’s usually persuasive or informative. 

Reader’s Theatre: 3-6 people, may use chairs or stools, no costumes or props, no singing, can be written by anyone (doesn’t have to be published)

Duet: 2 people – can be funny, dramatic. Can’t touch or look at each other unless it’s during your intro.
Foal Points: When you have more than one character, there  should be different spots on the back wall where each character looks

Stance: Don’t shift your weight back and forth

Script: Have to have a script, has to be on black paper, don’t let it cover your face, don’t fidget with it, never see the white of your script

Vocal Variation: Manipulate the rate, volume, pitch – don’t be monotone

Gestures: They should be above the waist. They should be meaningful and have a specific motivation. Don’t do the same movements over and over. Help make your piece believable! 
Facials: Besides voice, the face is the most important tool an interper has. The tone of the piece should be obvious on your face. 
Props and Costumes: Not allowed

Things to remember!!
1. During narration – distribute eye contact evenly

2. Keep your script under control – don’t let us see the white of your script
3. Your vocal quality and body positioning are the two most important tools to have if you want to do well!
4. Don’t touch your duet partner

5. Make your selection believable!
6. In Oratory – be natural – just like a normal speech
7. Enunciate your words
8. In Drama, use pauses – makes it more dramatic
9. Don’t talk too fast or too slow

10. Be expressive – voice and facials
11. Make sure your reading is fluent - smooth

12. Pick a piece you really like or relate to – a piece you can feel!
13. Dress professionally! 
14. Practice!

15. Practice!
