Ms. Melmer





Planning Period:  

Baltic High School




Email: tara.melmer@k12.sd.us
Theatre I, II
Materials Needed (Required):

Lined notebook paper

Binder or folder for keeping notes and handouts

Pen or pencil

Planner
Course Description:
Grades 9-12

Elective
This can be a year long class that fulfills a Fine Arts Credit. 

Theatre I (first semester) is an introductory course designed to enhance students' enjoyment and understanding of theatre.  This course will give students a broad based understanding of theatre and instill an appreciation of the arts. Topics to be covered include directing, improvisation, theatre history, movement techniques, character work, reader’s theatre, auditioning skills, and performance. 

Theatre II (second semester) will be an extension of Theatre I.  Students can expect to take part in a one act play (for class purposes only), working on technical set design, interpreting literature, and participating in different types of debate.  

Students must have taken Theatre I or have participated in at least 2 seasons of a theatrical-type extra-curricular such as Oral Interp, One Act Play, or Spring Play.

Course Objectives:

To recognize and understand the historical development of theatre

To express yourself through interpretation and improvisation

To express yourself vocally and physically

To understand theatre terminology

To evaluate theatrical performance and give constructive criticism

To be responsible and prompt

Methods of Instruction:

Lecture, discussion, group work/activities, individual assignments, class exercises, performance
Attendances and Make-up Work:

Students who are scheduled to give a performance on a specific date must be in class to perform, prepared or not. Failure to attend class, or give your performance on the scheduled day will result in a zero. Only valid absences (cleared through the office), will be honored for exceptions. Skipping class or any other sort of unexcused absence will result in a zero for that performance/daily grade. You are responsible to see Ms. Melmer for make-up work. Daily assignments are due 2 days after your return to class. You are not able to make up work for unexcused absences. Any homework handed in late can receive no better than ½ credit. 

Expectations:

Grades will be based on the following:

Daily assignments/rehearsals

Performances

Class participation and cooperation

Tests and Quizzes

Theatre Review Papers 

Due to the amount of time spent working in groups or with partners, attendance is of great importance in Theatre Class. 
If you are ill, plan on making up any performance missed on the day you return!
The required school district percentages for grades will be used.


A
93-100


B
86-92


C
77-85

D
70-76

F
0-69
Grades may be rounded up only if the round-up results in the change of a letter grade and are less than.5% away from the desired grade.  The student must not have any late work and has been respectful and cooperative throughout the quarter.
I am available anytime before school, after school, during my planning period or during study hall if you need help. If you have any questions or concerns about assignments or performances, please come talk to me about it. 

